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BRADFORTH : 
Priated at the Office of George Nicholson, 


MINUTES, &c. 


Public Worchip began, WEDNESDAY Morning, at 
half past Ten o'Clock.—Brother WII IIA BurGess 
| prayed, and Brother SMITH FOIe from i Cor. iii. 11. 


Afternoon, Brother D. TayLor preached from 
Phil. i. 18. 


TnvuxsDay Evening, Brother D. Ta Lo preached 
from 1 Pet. iii. 18. 


Won zspAx Evening Business began. 
Chairman, DAN TAYLOR. 


JONATHAN SCOTT, 
1 i JOHN TAYLOR. 


3 Wu. BURGESS, 
s, Wu. PICKERING. 


„ 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


Acsnrosp. The state of religion amongst us 18 


low; few appear converted to God: and such, who 


appear hopeful, are backward to join our church; 
pretty well attended with hearers on the Lord's Day : 


too much lukewarmness prevails amongst us; though, 


we trust, there are some who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, and live to him; officers and meet- 
ings as last year. 

BARTON. Preaching opportunities well attended, 
generally unanimous in our church- meetings, being very 
rare that an instance occurs to the contrary; we have 
some difficulties: but, to mention them now, would 
perhaps be improper; we apprehend it likely they will 
not be removed yet; because, by seeking help for them, 
we make them more. 

BOSTON. Officers and meetings, same as last year; 
well attended with hearers. We should rejoice to see 
many more converted among us, and also to see more of 
the power and practice of true religion, and more Chris- 
tian affection, amongst both ourselves and others. We 
thank God for peace and unity; may they continue and 
abound! 

BURNLEY. Religion is very low here at present, 
hearers but few, and conversion apparently at a stand, 
and, we fear, that practical religion 1s too much neg- 
lected by some who are members among us. Brethren, 
pray for us! | | 

CALDWELL. We believe we have had our share 
of trials this year; but still hope religion is on the ad- 
vance. 

CASTLE DONINGTON. We thank God we are 
not exercised with such great troubles as in time past 
We are peaceful and unanimous, at present, and hope 
religion is on the advance. 

CHURCH LANE, WRITE Cuarti, LoN DO. 
We trust the work of God still prospers among us: yet 
we have to complain of coldness, and want of zeal. Bre- 
thren, pray for us. Blessed be God, we are united and 
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harmonious in our consultations, and have the truth, as 
it is Lag delivered to us. Have called out a brother 
Smith to the work of the ministry, a person of consider- 
able abilities; and who, we trust, will make an able and 
useful minister of Jesus Christ. 11 
DERBY. Preaching twice on two Lord's Days in 
the month, and once on the other two. A lecture once 
a fortnight; three meetings for prayer, in different parts 
of the town; from which we experience good effects. 
We are, at present, supplied with preachers from Castle 
Donington, Ilkeston, Kegworth and Melbourn, for 
which supplies we are very thankful. We are at peace 
among ourselves. 3 
GAMSTON and RETFORD. We have our trials; 
but are pretty well attended with hearers—tolerably un- 
animous, and have a pleasing prospect of a few more 
being soon added to us. ; | 
GOSBERTON. We are pretty well attended with 
hearers ; but have not the satisfaction in seeing sinners 
converted, as we could wish—have reason to lament 
that religion is too low among us—wish to see more of 
that charity which suffereth long and is kind; we have 
had our troubles this year. We fear, the sinful conduct 
of some of our members, has done us much hurt. We 
have two who act in the capacity of deacons. 
HALIFAX. Religion is very low, and much on 
the decline amongst us; but very indifferently attended 


with hearers : we earnestly wish to see a revival. We! 


hope our cause would flourish again, if we had a stated 
minister to administer the ordinances among us. 
HINK LEY. Officers and meetings as last year, ex- 
. cept at Ullisthorp, where meetings have been, of late, 
omitted. Some members seem lively and active, others 
not so. We are pretty well attended with hearers, at 
most places; but we have no increase. | 
ILKESTON. Pretty well attended with hcarers ; 
et, apparently, but little good done. However we are 
3 in being at peace among ourselves, and, we hope, 
the work of the Lord will again prosper in our hands. 
Brethren, pray for us. | 
IVES ( 2 Preaching at St. Ives, Warloys, and 
Fen-Stanton, but not so regularly at the two last places, 
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as formerly, on account of our minister's poor state of 
health. A prayer-meeting, at St. Ives once a-week. 
Our preachings are pretty well attended, at all the places, 
except on the Lord's Day morning, at St. Ives; but 
the work of conversion appears to go on you slowly. 
Some of our members are not so united, as is desirable, 
and some others are not so lively and diligent as they 
should be; but several, we believe, are lively and earnest 
in religion. | 

k KEGWORTH. We have our trials: but the church 
is peaceable and harmonious. Real, vital godliness is 
low in some: but others manifest more life and zeal. Re- 
ligion, we hope, is on the advance; for some appear to be 


converted, and others appear anxious, and our hearers 
are many. 


KILLINGHOLM. We are, through mercy, in a 
peaceable state; well attended with hearers. We ho 
the divine presence and blessing are with us. Brethren, 
pray for us. 

KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE. Officers as last year, 
preaching twice on the Lord's Day, and a lecture on 
Wednesday evening, and once a fortnight at Sutton- 
Ashfield. We are well attended with hearers, unani- 
mous among ourselves, and hope religion is on the ad- 
vance ; several waiting for baptism. We desire an in- 
terest in your prayers. 

LEAKE. This year we have preached at some places 
in the vale of Belvoir, and there appears a fine prospect, 
if we could preach there regularly. Pretty well attended 
with hearers. We hope there are some converted, tol- 
erably united and happy. 

LEICESTER. Not over zealous, or we should have 
sent a representative to the association. There are eight 
waiting for baptism, and several more who seem desir- 
ous of walking, in the ordinances and commandments 
of God, blameless. Our public service is well attended, 
both at Leicester and in the villages; and we have good 
proof that it is not without success. 

ILONGFORD. Preaching twice on the Lord's Day, 
and an exhortation on the Tuesday evening. We have 
a young man who is mostly exercised, and hope he is 
very promising to be useful. We have had consider- 
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able difficulties and troubles, which, we fear, have done 
much injury to the cause of Christ: yet, we trust, chat, 
thro” the divine blessing, our affairs, at present, wear a 
more favourable aspect. 


LONGWOOD. Our affairs are in a very low and 


disagreeable state. 

LOUGHBOROUGH. Brother John Pollard, 
through bodily weakness and other difficulties, hath de- 
clined the work of the ministry, for the present. Our 
preachings nearly as last year, except that we have been 
obliged to drop our Smithland preaching. We are well 
attended with hearers, when we preach ; but should be 
glad to see the word more generally received and obey- 
ed—Several candidates for baptism, and hope religion, 
upon the whole, is on the advance. | 

MELBOURN. Our meetings, in general, well at- 
tended with hearers; but the word is not received so as 
we could wish. We should be happy to see the power 
of divine grace prevail more generally in the hearts, and 
shine more bright in the lives of them who statedly hear 
the word. 


NOTTINGHAM. Officers as last year: have had 


some disagreeable circumstances; yet, on the whole, we 
think the church 1s peaceable and happy, and as much 
established as at any former period ; and we hope we 
are rather on the advance in hearers. We expect to 
baptize ten persons very s00n. O! thou that hearest 
prayer, may thy kingdom come ! 
UEENSHEAD. We have, this year, lost a very 
useful member, by death. Our congregation 1s pretty 
large, and on the whole there is encouragement in this 
respect. We are tollerably unanimous. Preachings 
and meetings as before, except that we have not preach- 
ing so commonly on the Lord's Day evening. 
WADSWORTH. Our church is not so united and 
harmonious as might be desired; but we are well at- 
tended with hearers. | 1 
WISBEACH. Officers and meetings as last year. 
We hope there is a prospect of more joining us short- 


ly ; because there are several who attend, apparently 


with great seriousness, and seem to be intent in seeking 


9 

the * kingdom of God and his righteousness.“ Our 
audience rather increases; and, upon the whole, we 
think the cause of Christ is on the advance. May the 
good Lord assist us, who believe, to support our Chris- 
tian character with propriety and firmness! We have 
had some troublesome circumstances; and have a few 
among us, whose lukewarmness and indifference affect 
| us. 

N. B. The churches, at Birmingham, Kirton, Long- 
A Sutton, Maltby and Yarmouth, not having sent their 
. states, make it impossible to ascertain the number of 
J members in the whole connection. The number spe- 
cified in these minutes, is that of the 24 churches, which 
have sent their states, and given their numbers. It 
would be more credit and satisfaction to the association, 


and to the connection at large, if such negligence might 
be prevented for the future, 


CASES from the CHURCHES. 


CAsE I. The church at Ashford, wishes the liberty 
to collect, for the meeting-house at Bradwell, among the 
Lincolnshire churches, the next after Killingholm. 

Such Lincolnshire representatives, as are present, 
know of no objection to this liberty. 

Casz II. Whereas it appears, that brother Robin- 
30n, of Burnley, whose case was made known to the 
connection, by printing his petition, at the close of our 
last year's minutes, has considerably failed in being re- 
imbursed in his expences, (occasioned by his struggle 
on account of religious liberty) hardly more than afourth 
a part of the expences having been received. It is ap- 
4 prehended that some mode should be adopted in his 
5 favor, which may prove more effectual, than the bare 
e errculation of his case has proved. EI 

We therefore earnestly desire every church in the 
connection, to take his case into consideration; and let 
every minister collect among his people, in such a man- 
ner as will best suit every church. We also recommend 
that, / it be possible, this business be completed in the 
course of six months. 25 
Cask III. The friends at Shore wish for the advice 
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of che association respe cting being supplied with preach- 
in 
This case was attended to closely ; ; and, as they form 
a part of Wadsworth church, it was finally agreed that 
. and their Wadsworth friends consult together, 
chat the friends at Wadsworth assist their brethren 
_ Shore, to the best of their * 
Cas E IV. In consequence of former conversation 
and present applications, from Boston and the Leices- 


tershire conference, about the most suitable places where 


our assocations shall be holden in future. It is agreed 
that, in order to enable the next association to settle this 
business, in the most suitable way, several of our bre- 
thren prepare each a plan; those who were mentioned 
are D. Tay lor, J. Taylor, Robert Smith, and William 
Burgess, with any individual, or any number more of 
the ministers or others; and that all the plans be pro- 
duced and examined the next association. 

CasE V. Brother Ellis having received application 
from Kirton, Halifax, and Bowrn, and, as a negotia- 
tion has been, for some time, carried on with Kirton's 


friends and him, concerning which, in particular, as 


well as the other places in general, brother Ellis and 
Kirton's friends have wished the opinion of the associ- 
ation. a 
© There are for his going to Kinton 11; ; for Bourn 2; 
and 8 neuters. 

Cask VI. The church at Fleet in Lincolnshire hav- 


ing signified their desire to unite with this connection 


and we, knowing of no objection to this, advise them 
to take the usual method in the like case; i. e. to apply 
by letter, stating their leading sentiments, to the churches 
throughout the connection. 

Casz VII. The church at Longford wish to know 
what steps must be taken with those members, who sel- 
dom attend preaching and church- meetings; but fre- 
quently attend worship at other places. 

As the circumstances of Longford people are so pe- 
culiar, we wish them to bear with one another as much 
as possible—to keep up a spirit of love to exhort and 
admonish one another to endeavour to be supplied 
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with a minister as soon as possible —and if, after all, the 
the disorderly persons be not brought to attend more 
regularly, we cannot see but, that they ought to be ex- 
cluded. 
Cas VIII. The Halifax church desire this assso- 
ciation, to point out a suitable minister to supply them. 

From various considerations, it is the opinion of most, 
that brother Ewen, of Fleet Church, should pay them 
a visit, for a Lord's Day or two, or so long as vill be 
convenient for him to stay with them; and advise our 
Halifax friends to write to him accordingly. 

CAsE IX. Having received a letter from Mr. Han- 
nath, of Killingholm, requesting the assistance of the 
connection in the building of a meeting-house there: 
the letters, which have already been sent on that sub- 
ject, have been received by the churches, and, we sup- 
pose, are now under consideration, and will be speedily 
answered. 

CAsE X. The church, at Wadsworth, wish for the 
advice of the association about their building a meet- 
ing-house, in the neighbourhood of Heptonstall, or 
Hebden-Bridge, instead of that which they now occupy 
in Wadsworth. 

As, on this subject, the Wadsworth friends themselves 
appear to be nearly equally divided. We advise them 
to defer any intention of this kind, till such time as they 
become more unanimous. _ 

CAsE XI. The church at Melbourn request the 
association to point them to a suitable person to assist 
their aged pastor. | 

We refer it, to our Melbourn friends, to apply for 
the person lately called out by the chureh, in Church- 
Lane, White-Chapel, London. 


EXTRA CASES. 


Cast I. We received two cases, seemingly con- 
nected with matters of conscience; but, because they 
came from a person or persons unknown, and being 
without a name, we judged it very improper to pay any 
attention to them. 


Cask II. As the Reverend Mr. Rippon 1s engaged 


| 
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in publishing a work, under the title of the Baptist An- 
nual Register: it is agreed that we transmit to him the 
minutes of our annual associations, for his use in the 
above work. 

CAsE III. We apprehend it will be of considerable 
use to our connection, if our next annual letter have 
for it's object, to demonstrate the utzlity of associations, 
and, of course, the necessity of their being properly 


countenanced by a great number of ministers and repre- 


sentatives from all the churches. We wish r 
Deacon to undertake this mportant business; and that 
he will, God willing, have it ready the next association. 

Cas E IV. It is the opinion of this association, three 
neuters excepted, that a catechism, shewing our reasons 
tor nonconformaty, and particularly suited to our con- 
nection, as general baptists, is needful, and will be of 
use. Brother John Taylor produced one in manuscript, 
which being thought too large, he was unanimously de- 
sired to compose a fresh one, on a narrower scale. 
Brother D. Taylor is also unanimously desired to com- 
pose a catechism of the same nature. 

The next association to be holden at Hinkley, in 
Leicestershire, on Wednesday and Thursday in Easter 
week, being the 3d and 4th days of April, 179. 


Persons who attend, may be accommodated at the 
Ram Inn. 


The persons appointed to preach, are 


J. TAYLOR, ]. SCOTT, 
D. TAYLOR, 1 W. THOMSON, 
W. BURGESS. [r. PICKERING. 


13 


LETTER TO THE CHURCHES. 


Rom. xii. 1, 2 yerses. ** beteech you, brethren, by the mercies of 
Cad, that ye be not——conformed to this world.“ 


Beloved brethren, 
Br assured that we, your pas- 


tors and ministers met in association once more, have your 
spiritual and eternal welfare really at heart: and there- 
fore we take the liberty, with much affection, of address- 
ing you on the important subject of worldly conformity: 
a subject worthy of an inspired apostle to mention 
expressly and strongly to militate against, in an epistle 
to a famous christian society at Rome. And, if you 
are well acquainted with the present state of the Chris- 
tian church, in general, a subject you will think highly 
necessary, to be treated of, in a circular letter to a 
number of Christian churches. 

It is therefore the primary design of this letter, to set 


before you what we understand by worldly conformity, 


and to dissuade you from it. 

By worldly conformity, we understand such an agree- 
ment with the men, and manners of the world, that we 
thereby become in many respects one with them, or act 
in conformity to them, and their maxims and examples, 
and so imitate them and follow their practices, in those 
things which are sinful, either in their own nature, or 
in their consequences. . 

When a person, under a religious profession, associ- 
ates with carnal worldly-minded men, and does this out 
of choice ; when he, instead of “ coming out from among 
them,”'—seeks into their company, and talks as they 


talk, and acts, in a variety of respects, as they do; this 


person is most certainly chargeable with a sinful con- 


formity to the world. And it has been often asserted, 


that a man may generally be known by the company he 
associates with, or chuses to keep. 

Again, when such a person speaks the language of the 
men of this world, he conforms to the world. If we 
keep them company and imitate their language, and 
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3oin with them in idle, unprofitable talk; surely we must 
so far be conformed to them. For, as by the company 
he keeps, so by the language he speaks, a man may be 
known :—*« For out of the abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh.” | | 

Once more, when we are taken with the fashions of 
the world which prevail around us—when persons are 
pliable enough to imitate worldly people, not only in 
associating with them, and speaking their language— 
but also in dressing as they do, and discover a fondness, 
and forwardness in following every novel fashion, as it 
becomes modish, however ridiculous modish fashions 
are—nay, however immodest—foppish and foolish they 
appear:—what numbers, and even among professors too, 
are ready to conform to follow them ! | 

And this is oft done, to the extravagant waste of 
time, and also of money, which ought to be laid out, 
and expended in a very different manner, and to ve 
different purposes. And, shameful to relate, this is the 
practice, not only of the rich and opulent, but of many 
common farmers and trades-people—nay, of too many 
persons but in low circumstances, and even down to 
common labourers and servants. 

How many dress very unbecoming their station and 
characters, their situation and circumstances! And some 
even run into debt, and involve themselves and their 
families in very great difficulties, from a fondness for 
dress, and vain show and parade! Fine and fashionable 
clothes must be had, if they are bought upon credit; 
and the mercer, draper, and milliner, never receive 
pay for their goods. 

This is a practice highly censurable indeed! For it 
is unjust pernicious to trade and civil society not to 
say how contrary it is to religion, and a profession of 
godliness. 

Let those persons chargeable with such practices re- 
collect, what the sacred Scriptures say against the fool- 
ish passion for fashionable dress, in adorning the body. 
The jewish women were severely censured, and some 


awful threatenings denounced against them on that ac- 


coun (Isa. iii 46—26.)—The uispired apostles Paul and 
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Peter strongly militate against the practice, we wish to 
censure and reform : their language 1s, That women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefaced- 
ness, and sobriety: not with broidered hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array ; but (which becometh women 
professing godliness) with good works.“ Whose adorn- 
Ing let it not be, that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold or of putting on of a 
parel : but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which 1s not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price. For after this manner, in the old time, the hol 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves.”” 
(1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 5.) 

These apostolic solemn charges to all professors 
of religion, in every station of life, —are so strong 
and forcible in themselves, that they need not any com- 
ment of ours: Let all professors hear the apostles, and 
attend closely to their sacred injunctions, and carefully 
reduce them to practice; — ever bearing in mind, that 
this is most certainly the will of God, in Christ Jesus 
concerning them. 2 

Moreover, we apprehend that many professors of the 
present day, are chargeable with worldly conformity, 
in their stile and manner of living. They expend a great 
deal of money, in many superfluities, not only in dress, 
but in house- furniture —in eating and drinking, and 
keeping company, and making entertainments for the 
rich, and those who move in the higher stations of life 
whom they visit, and receive visits from; while, we 
fear, the poor are too often overlooked and disregard- 
ed. And so much being expended in other things, 
much too little remains to feed the hungry, clothe those 
who need raiment, or to support the cause of religion 
in the world. 

And we also conceive that conformity to the world 
in the above instances, and others which might be men- 
tioned, oft leads professors to form near connections 
with carnal and worldly people, to the discredit of their 
holy religion, and to the very great injury of themselves, 
and their families. How many instances have we known 
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of young professors, who, by associating with worldl 
people, and visiting among the gay circles of the land, 
have almost insensibly been led to form close, personal 
and family connections with those of no religion, to their 
great loss and affliction through life. 

And how common it is for the people of God to con- 
tract complimentary habits of speaking and acting, even 
one towards another, until they lose sight of their spi- 
ritual relation as Christians, and forget to use the scrip- 
tural appellation of Brother and Sister; addressing each 
other as if no such relation subsisted. And, instead of 
their visits being spiritual and improving, they become 
formal and trifling; and all this through a conformity 
to the world. | 

Nor is it uncommon, for many professors of the pre- 
sent age, to imitate worldly minded people, in being 
anxious about * laying up treasures for themselves on 
earth,” though directly contrary to our Saviour's ex- 
press prohibition (Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21.) How fre- 
quently 1s 1t the case, when an opportunity offers, for 
persons to amass a great deal of riches together, with- 
out ever apprehending they act like « the men of this * 
world, who have their portion in this life? They never J 
'dream of being covetous idolaters—or of loving this 4 
present world: their anxiety is only a necessary fruga- 15 
lity, they suppose; while those who are better acquainted 8 
with them, fear they come under the apostle's descrip- 
tion, of those * who will be rich, and fall into tempta- 
tion, and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 8 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition, % 
and pierce them thro' with many sorrows.” 1 Tim. vi. x 

, 10. | — 
: Now, we suppose all those who associate with, and 8 
talk like carnal and worldly-minded people - who imi- f 
tate them in dress—stile of living complimentary par- > 
ade—and who form personal and family connections & 
with them—or who amass wealth, and lay up for them- | 
selves treasures on earth, and all such like, are most cer- 
tainly those who are highly censurable for worldly con- 
formity, in the scripture sense of the word: and we 
must endeavour by every argument we can use, within 
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the compass of a letter, to dissuade them from being 
thus conformed to the world. 

This being the second end proposed in this letter, we 
proceed to mention a few chings in order to effect our 
design. 

Wander, brethren, you profess not to be of the 
world, but to be called out from among the wicked and 
ungodly.— How unbecoming is it then for you to be 
conformed to, or like the world in associating with, and 
talking as they do, in a loose carnal manner, and imi- 
tating them in dress and gay pursuits, and forming con- 
nections with them ?—ls not this in effect to declare you 
prefer these things to Christ and religion? We wish you 
seriously to think of this. 

Besides your Divine Master has solemnly declared 
that“ His kingdom is not of this world.” Now if you 
love the world, and are in eager pursuit after its riches, 
honors, and pleasures—or if you are anxious about the 
world and its concerns, and are taken up with its gaiety, 
grandeur and fashionable formalities; how do you prove 
yourselves subjects of that kingdom which 1s not of this 
world? Nay, don't you rather give proof—convincing 
proof of the contrary ? | 

Again, you profess to be subjects of Christ's spiritual 
kingdom, and to enjoy the immunities of that kingdom, 
which are said to be, in general, “ righteousness and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” © Now, we be- 
seech you brethren, by the mercies of God,” by his 
great love to you in Christ Jesus—by the death of your 
Divine Saviour—by pardoning mercy—by justifying 
grace—by adopting love—by all your invaluable pri- 
vileges in Mp} geo by all He has done for you 
Vis to you—and by all you enjoy thro* Him, and from 
Him—that you be not conformed to this present evil 
world. | 
Once more, you, as true believers in Christ Jesus, 
have promises of future glory—and raised expectations 
concerning a better world; a kingdom and a crown 
which are infinitely preferable to all the gaudy tinseled 
toys of this poor, 4 transitory state. Now, in be- 
ing conformed to the world, and its foolish fopperies 
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and fashions, you act quite beneath the character and 
prospects of those who have in view, * An inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away.” 
You degrade your high character ; you act below, far 
below your privileges and prospects, while you are con- 
formed to the men and maxims of the world. 

Moreover, conforming to the world, you give the 
men of the world a dreadful occasion to reproach you, 
and that religion you profess.—That you must have re- 
course to worldly profits, honors and gratifications, for 
Satisfaction while you talk of the superior pleasures of 
religion. —Is it not the way to make them believe, that 
there are no such superior pleasures to be found in wis- 
dom's ways, and that her paths, are rather paths of pain 
than peace? Don't you take the direct method to bring 
an evil report upon both the good land, and the way 
which leads thither ? 

Again, while you are guilty of a sinful conformity to 
the world, in the above instances and such like, you 


. will rob yourselves of the comforts of religion—bring 


upon your minds painful sensations, and, in proportion 
to your compliances with, and conformity to the world, 
you will lose your taste for Divine things, and become 
more and more indifferent to the things of God, and 
thereby make sad work for repentance, and awfully 
prove the truth and certainty of that saying, —“ Ye 
cannot serve. God and Mammon.“ 

And we beseech you, brethren, also, to think, and 
to think closely as seriously what you must feel in 
your dying hours, should you be sinfully and impro- 
perly attached to the world, and conformed in an un- 
due and censurable degree to its maxims and manners.— 
O what reluctance to die! What mental struggles to 
part with the world, and leave all its pleasing and gay 
scenes behind, for ever And ah! what clouds and 
darkness hang upon the mind at that awful period, in 
consequence of having been too much conformed to 
the world, — and far too little transformed into the image 
of the Lord Jesus.—Alas! you are likely to be much 
distressed in mind and conscience for want of better 
evidence of your title to the heavenly world. 
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Lastly, we only, in add: to the former arguments, 
say— That, if you would be examples w oe aun rn, 
and all around you—i you would glorify „od —howor 
your Divine Master, and credit your profession; if 1 4 
would not act out of character, nor Ive below y:rir 
privileges, either as to comtort or duty; if you world 
live usefully and be happy in death, and have tne de- 
lightful prospects of the heavenly state before you in a 
dying hour; we must, by every thing sacred, intreat 
and beseech you, that ye be not cont rmed to tins 
world; but tha you live above it, aud lot beyond it, 


in the lively exercise of that “ faitu Which is tn: sub- 


Stance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not secn :”—uantil faith be turned into sig, and hope 
end in full fruition of those pleasures wh:ch are to be 
enjoyed at God's right hand for EvErMoReE! Ameu! 


Signed in behalf of the Association, 
W. TAOMPSON. 


The following stale not coming in time, we were obliged 
to insert it here. 


BIRMINGHAM. Members 82.—Baptized 13.— 
Removed to us 1.—Removed away 1.—Dead 4.—Ex- 
cluded 5.— Meetings and ministers as last year. Tnro' 


the whole of last year have been exerci>ed with great 


afllictions and mercies. Brethren, pray for us. 
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LIST OF THE CHURCH! 


Ashford, Derbyshire, = = - = - 


| Barton, Leicestershire - = - 
Birmingham 
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| Caldwell, Derbyshire, - - - - 
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Derby, - = = = = = = = = = = 
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Halitax, Vorkch ire. 
ilinkley, Leicestershire, - - 
Ives, (St.) Huntingdonshire, - 
Ukeston, Derbyshire, - - < - 
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Kirkby-woodhouse, Nottingham 
Kirton, Lincolnshire, 
| eake, Nottinghamshire, - - - 
Leicester, — — == = 
Longford, Warwickshire, - 
Long-Sutton, Lincolnshire, — 
| Longwood, Vorkshire, < - 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, 
Maltby, Lincolinshire, - - <- - 
Melbourn, Derbyshire, - - - - 
Nottingham, = = - = = - - - 
Queenshead, Yorkshire, - < - 
Wadsworth, Yorkshire, - - - 
Wisbeach, Cambridgeshire, - 
Yarmouth, Norfolk 
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